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Moise Architectural Seminar is a platform to share experiences, ideas, and desires, among faculties, fellows and candidates engaged in research about architectural design, history and theory. The two sessions focus on two different aspects of research and dissemination. Session 1 focuses on the hypothesis test methodology What are the research tools for knowledge production and scientific enquiries that lead to new theoretical viewpoints? How do researchers articulate and justify their arguments? How does a research become relevant for the discipline and for the scientific community? What is the relationship between research and the imperative to find its application in the real world? A series of short PhD  presentations and discussions will contribute to the understanding of the key elements of scientific research, such as the theoretical framework and position, research methods and goals. The seminar aims to open a debate considering interactions with other disciplines, like history, philosophy, and others, and to explore the relationship between theory and practical work their manifold possible overlappings. In session 2 researchers will have the possibility to debate with experts in the field of architectural history, design, heritage renovation and preservation. The participants will be able to discuss the state of the studies, the renovation procedures, and the historical and political context that produced them. Architectural and landscape heritage, legacy, genius loci and the role of historical monuments will be the main topics of the discussion in order to consider the role of these ideas in the contemporary research methodology and scientific field. In Session 3, researchers will examine how ‘Big Data’ has become essential for urban research, planning, development, policy-making, and governance. The discussion will investigate the concept of ‘Infrapolitics’, which understands hard and soft infrastructure not as distinct elements but as integrated components in developing the built and unbuilt environment by analyzing the use of data, not as information, but as a ‘new’ infrastructure that is critical in influencing both the space and place, i.e., morphologies of cities. Finally, the participants will discuss varying and sometimes conflicting approaches to collecting, organizing, and employing data as information, as a research methodology in the processes of examining cities, territories, and their operational landscapes.
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