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Gender and Violence in the Balkans, edited by Jelena Ćeriman, Aleksandra Knežević, and Gordana 
Lalić-Krstin, describe it as an academically ambitious and pedagogically exceptional endeavor. It 
includes 22 chapters written by students from Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Montenegro, and 
Serbia. Through these chapters, these emerging young scholars, under the mentorship of their pro-
fessors, tackle many dimensions of gender and gender-based violence as academic topics and social 
issues facing the societies of the region. Looking solely at the content, the anthology provides an 
immensely valuable perspective on the subject, approached by students from various disciplines and 
methodologies. In this way, through numerous smaller pieces of the puzzle, it presents a whole that 
exposes the problem of gender discrimination and violence in the Balkans to its devastating reality.

Professor Tanja Vučković Juroš Department of Sociology Faculty of Philosophy University of Zagreb

The anthology Gender and Violence in the Balkans serves as a register of knowledge on gender is-
sues, representing an exceptional contribution to the study of gender in the region. It provides in-
sightful reflections on the traumatic context of violence, benefiting both those who have long been 
dedicated to this issue and those who are just beginning their study. Moreover, this book, which also 
serves as a mosaic of the transition processes in the Balkans, leads toward justice and liberation. It 
is a register of concepts that we must master on this path, aware that, unfortunately, entrenched 
patterns persist because patriarchy is resistant to change, pervasive, unpredictable, and complex, 
making it difficult but not unbeatable. It is important to remember that in this narrative, there are 
many key terms, but the one we must understand and accept as a guide through turbulent realities 
is solidarity.

Professor Aleksandra Nikčević Batrićević Department of English Language and Literature Faculty of Philology, 
Nikšić University of Montenegro

The scientific research papers presented in this anthology, each in its own research segment, make 
a significant contribution to understanding the issue of gender-based violence and to the critical 
reflection on its causes and consequences. The concepts are clearly defined and drawn from multi-
ple sources, providing insight into the extensive theoretical research on the given topics. The data 
obtained through empirical research have confirmed the hypotheses set forth, and with a clearly de-
fined methodology, demonstrate a very serious scientific approach. Such work with students, where 
the results of scientific research clearly reflect substantial theoretical-methodological preparation 
and the mentorship of professors, is a crucial segment in recognizing gender-based violence and 
contributing to its practical treatment, especially in prevention, which is the most important step for 
the future.

Dr. Sabina Subašić Galijatović
Institute for the Study of Crimes Against Humanity and International Law University of Sarajevo

To speak comprehensively and systematically about the phenomenon of violence and to critically 
illuminate the context that enables, encourages, or fails to punish it is, in itself, a brave and responsi-
ble act that must break the confines of the classroom. If we are exposed to the stimulus to think and 
speak up instead of remaining silent and in denial, it is very possible that we will begin to change the 
culture—or lack of culture—that condones violence and fails to address it. Therefore, the anthology 
Gender and Violence in the Balkans can indeed be understood as a form of direct action aimed at 
changing that culture.

Dr. Adriana Zaharijević Institute for Philosophy and Social Theory University of Belgrade
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